When the young
father was asked
what his family

needed, he simply
replied, “We need a
car scat and a safety
gate for the baby,
and [ just want my
wife to be happy.”
This young couple
was struggling to
buy groceries, they
both needed shoes
and warm clothing,
yet all that this new
daddy wanted was
for his baby boy to
be safe and his wife
to be able to enjoy
the Christmas sea-
son.
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Within thirty min-
utes of that conver-
sation, | received word that a mem-
ber’s employer was willing to provide
gifts for a needy family. 1 could hard-
ly keep from crying as [ enthusiastical-
ly contacted the firm. They immedi-
ately agreed to provide the car seat and
safety gale, but also said they would
buy diapers, baby food, clothing and
toys for the baby. One of the small
groups in our congregation pooled
their money and provided a gift certifi-
cate for the family so they could pur-
chase groceries and household necessi-
ties.

saw God move in a powerful
way one Christmas season
| as | took calls in my church office.
' Our leadership team had
encouraged families within the
church to provide Christmas gifts
for needy families in our congre-
gation anonymously. 1 was made
aware of a young couple with
a brand new baby who was
struggling to make enough

money for even their basic needs One day, that precious young Christian

couple will put the struggles and trials
of this life behind them and eat freely
at the Master’s table. Christ’s coming!

even though both parents were
working.
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Tt was so exciting to see God provide
for this family in abundance. And
because the gifts were anonymous, the
young couple felt showered by the
love of Jesus Christ, The outpouring
of the congregation reminded me of
the spirit and unity of another group of
believers from the early church led by
the apostles Peter and John:

The whole congregation of behevers
was united as one--one heari, one
mind! They didn't even claim owner-
ship of their own possessions. No one
said, "That's mine; you can't have it."
They shared everything. The apostles
gave powerful witness to the resurrec-
tion of the Master Jesus, and grace was
on all of them. And so it turned out that
not a person among them was in need.
(Acts 4:32-34a)

Catch the same Spirit as the early
church as you celebrate Christmas this
year, Share your love, share your pos-
sessions, and most of all share the
good news of Christ’s coming!

Merry Christmas!
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